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LRS, LEWIS, the little half-breed with the varicose ulcer,
saw to it that I met Chiefs Shakes and Kadeshan of the Wolf
and Raven clans, respectively,, and later she introduced me to
KJaook3 the medicine man. He was a withered but alert little
chap, said to be very old, with a tangle of long stringy hair and
an air of chilly disdain. He spoke no English, and after a glance
in my direction turned to Mrs. Lewis to say that I wasn't old
enough to be much of a doctor. Fortunately for me, he fell through
a broken plank in the wharf a few weeks later, cracking several
ribs. As there was nothing in his armament equal to coping with
this emergency, I strapped his side tightly with adhesive plaster,
giving him immediate relief and gaining his gratitude, if not his
professional respect. Still later, after seeing him in action, I could
assure him there were no grounds for jealousy between us; our
practice was based on entirely different concepts of disease and
treatment.
Klaook lived alone in great mystery in a little hut at the edge
of town, performing his cures while under the spell of a beneficent
spirit cultivated during periods of retirement and fasting. This
enabled him to perceive a soul about to leave the body, to capture
and replace it, and to cast out evil spirits responsible for the
mischief.
One night Mrs. Lewis sat with me in a corner of a large com-
munity house, where a woman in the last stages of tuberculosis
had been moved to the centre of the floor; they had sent for
Klaoofcy who was coming to give her a treatment Presently,
attimi in a bearskin robe, a hideous mask, and but little else, he
slipped in, stood at the door a moment, then stepped cat-like
to bis patient and opened his medicine box. So far as I
make out, this contained a small beaded bag, a number
of assented bones, sticks, and stones, a small drum and a highly
*deeOTate! rattle. Opening the bag widely that its contents be
free to work their magic, he began striking the drum at regular
intervals with the rattle, thai in a sing-song voice extorted tibe
malignant spirit to depart under penalty of the most horrible